Appl. No. 09/993,392 Amdt. dated Reply to Office action of November 28. 2003 
In The Specification; 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 1 with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

PCT/EP/0433G PCT/EP97/04396 (WO 98/07036) teaches a process 
for determining the status of an organism by peptide measurement. 
The reference teaches the measurement of peptides in a sample of 
the organism which contains both high and low molecular weight 
peptides and acts as an indicator of the organism's status. The 
reference concentrates on the measurement of low molecular weight 
peptides, i.e. below 30,000 Daltons, whose distribution serves as 
a representative cross-section of defined controls. Contrary to the 
methodology of the instant invention, the '3 96 patent strives to 
determine the status of a healthy organism, i.e. a "normal" and 
then use this as reference to differentiate disease states. The 
present inventors do not attempt to develop a reference "normal", 
but rather strive to specify particular markers whose presence, 
absence or relative strength/concentration in disease vs. normal 
is diagnostic of at least one specific disease state or whose up- 
regulation or down-regulation is predictive of at least one 
specific disease state, whereby the presence of said marker serves 
as a positive indicator useful in distinguishing disease state. 
This leads to a simple method of analysis which can easily be 



3 




Appl. No. 09/993,392 Amdt. dated Reply to Office action of November 28, 2003 

performed by an untrained individual, since there is a positive 
correlation of data. On the contrary, the '396 patent requires a 
complicated analysis by a highly trained individual to determine 
disease state versus the perception of non-disease or normal 
physiology. 
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